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In 1905, 
Benton County was 

carved out of the eastern 
portions of Yakima and 

Klickitat Counties. 
The new town of Prosser 

was chosen 
as county seat.
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Valley Publishing welcomes you to ‘Prosser 
Our Town’. In these 24 pages you will find 
stories of what make Prosser an all American 
city.  There are stories about business, 
agriculture, wine, people and local history 
for your reading pleasure.   Prosser . . . Our Town
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WELCOME TO PROSSER’S 
ANNUAL OUR TOWN

By Victoria Walker
If we truly want our community to 

thrive economically, we need to ‘shop 
local’ at least some of the time. Dollars 
spent locally really do more than 
support local businesses. “They return 
to our community in the form of sales 
tax revenue, which is a vital income 
source for local city services,” said one 
local shopper. 

Shopping local is asking people to 
shop local at hometown businesses.  
There are tons of benefits to shopping 
local and some of them include: saving 
money, saving gas, keeps dollars 
local and supports the local economy, 
entrepreneurship fuels economic 
innovation and prosperity, and it can 
serve as a means for families to move 
out of low-wage jobs and into the middle 
class and it can bring communities 
together.

Jaimie McManus, owner of 7 Degrees 
(Floral+closet+life) said, “Supporting 
small business isn’t just about helping 
a friend or relative’s business thrive. It’s 
about helping a community grow.  The 
more dollars spent here, the more the 
community can see changes.  Prosser 
has an amazing selection of retail to 
offer the patrons. If I’m going to be 
honest, I have to say that the biggest 
complaint that I hear from people about 
small business is that the prices are 
higher than bigger corporations.  The 
thing that the customer must be 
aware of is that if he/she is willing 
to commit to small business, prices 
could improve.  Retailers can purchase 

Shopping small helps build community

Photo by Rebecca Fink
Sister to Sister is packed with families, like the one shown here, for the Holidays, 
where the local owner invites the community into her shop for fun and festivities.

more products driving the cost down 
for us (the business owners) and then 
we, in turn, could pass that savings 
along to the customer.  Then, those 
dollars are sent straight back to our 
community.  Everyone wins!”

There are lots of ways to support 
small business. You can go shopping 
or dining at a local small business and 
invite friends to shop with you are just a 
few examples.  

Another business owner stated, 
“As a small business owner, I am very 
appreciative of my loyal local customers. 
I hope other local residents will do 
themselves and our community a favor: 
Visit any small local business this week 
to see what it offers and encourage your 
friends and neighbors to do the same. 
Together, we can ensure the success of 
our small Prosser businesses and entice 
other business to open here.”

“At Beck Co. Jewelers we have been 
creating original jewelry for over 30 
years.  Each piece is hand crafted and 
instantly becomes a family heirloom to 
be passed down for generations, because 
of the love that is express in each unique 
jewelry piece,” says Jennifer Beck.  

Mike Wallace of Hinzerling Winery 
said that local wineries buy grapes from 
local vineyards, and local vineyards 
employ local people and local people 
buy at local stores and local stores, 
employ local people and local people 
buy wine from local wineries, etc.”

This season support the Prosser 
merchants, come downtown and shop 
local.

Photo by Dianne Buxton
Where else are you going to see two teenagers on horseback heading out to Gar-
cia’s for breakfast. Pictured are Kelsey Clark on Lexi and Charlotte Tittle on Maggie.

Prosser - Small Town USA
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Prosser • 509-788-1522 / Richland • 509-375-1021

Come Out And See What We Are All About!

2505 Dump Road • Prosser

www.AmericanRockProducts.com

American       Rock  Products

Washed Rock - Crushed Rock
Boulders - Drain Rock

Gravel - Sand - Pea Gravel
Quarry Spalls - Bedding Sand

Fill Material & More!

For All Your 
“Rock” Needs

Quality You 
Can Build On

Ready Mix 
Concrete
Concrete 

Accessories
Ecology
Blocks

By Victoria Walker
Deb Heintz, Executive Director 

of Prosser Economic Development 
Association, presented her quarterly 
report to City Council. 

“We’ve had a total of a 128.4 million 
dollars in new construction and private 
investment dollars come into Prosser 
within the last 12 years,” Heintz reported.  
This number also includes renovations and 
expansions in commercial developments 
and the creation of 482 new jobs.

“Living and working here on a daily 
basis, it is easy to overlook how much 
economic development has occurred. 
While 51% of our beverage companies 
were established in the last 15 years, there 
has been a diverse and continued growth 
in other sectors such as agriculture, health 
and retail,” said Heintz. 

The most common industries in 
Prosser from 2008-2012; Agriculture; 
25%,  manufacturing – 10 %, health 10 
%, public administration 9%,  retail 8%, 
education 5% and professional, scientific 
and technical 7%. 

At the meeting Heintz told the Council 
that, “The medium household income in 
2012 was $45, 998.”  Heintz also informed 
the Council of demographic percentages 
in Prosser which included: 58.3% of 
Prosser is white; 37.2% is Hispanic; 

Prosser Economic 
Development 2015

Photo courtesy of Deb Heintz
Prosser Economic Development Association Board working on strategic plan for 2015.

13.8% is German; 11.5% English; and 
6.8% is Irish.  

Heintz mentioned on the price of 
homes. “Medium price homes in the third 
quarter of 2013 averaged just under $160 
thousand. In the third quarter of 2014 the 
price of medium homes averaged just 
under $200 thousand dollars.”

For the first quarter of 2015 Economic 
Development will be working on their 
annual report and meeting for the spring 
and working on a Cyber Security program 
scheduled for March 19.  The board is 
also slated to have a planning session 
addressing their work plan for the year, 
asking the board to prioritize and provide 
direction to the staff. 

About a prosperous economy in 
Prosser, Heintz said, “The ability to link 
with the Port of Benton is the driving 
force for economic prosperity. Working 
collaboratively with other partners: City 
of Prosser, Tridec, Benton County, Clore 
Center, Chamber and Historic Downtown 
is key in order for future development to 
occur in Prosser.”

The Prosser Economic Development 
Board executives are;  Julie Petersen – 
President, John Mott – Vice President, 
Diane Torres - Secretary and Finance, 
Brian Newhouse – Treasurer and 
Community Representative. There are 

1. A cluster or aggregation of houses recognized as a distinct place with a place-
name 
2. a: a compactly settled area as distinguished from surrounding rural territory 
    b: a compactly settled area usually larger than a village but smaller than a city 
    c: a large densely populated urban area : city 
    d: an English village having a periodic fair or market 
3. A particular town or city under consideration <the circus came to town> 
4. The city or urban life as contrasted with the country.

Definition of a Town

OFFICE SUPPLIES
If We Don’t Have It, We’ll Order It!

Prosser Record-Bulletin • 786-1711
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  in Our Community
Making a Difference... 

Benton REA is more than just your electric cooperative. We’re community partners committed to helping the 
communities we serve thrive and grow. From working with school kids, hosting safety events and taking part in 

community events, to building powerful and effective economic development partnerships, 
Benton REA focuses on enhancing our members’ quality of life. 

Providing Safe, Reliable & Affordable 
Power to Our Members Since 1937

1-800-221-6987
www.bentonrea.org

Benton REA is an Equal Opportunity Employer & Service Provider

Bill’s Tasting Room opens with a ring-a-ding-ding
By Victoria Walker

Owned by Lisa Jenkin, Bill’s Tasting 
Room in downtown Prosser was a 
swinging time for well-wishers at the 
Grand Opening.

The place is a gas.  The Rat Pack 
concept and interior design was 
conceived and completed by Debbie 
Augustavo.  Nick Hanlon, designed 

the sign on the building and created 
the branding for Bill’s.  Mary Hanlon 
created the label for Bill’s Wine, “Which 
is different than the Prosser Vineyards 
wines,” said Bill Jenkin property 
owner.    “Lisa hired the manager, Dana 
Hobbs, who managed the project and 
got everything together,” said Jenkin. 

At Bill’s you can enjoy a glass 

a wine and a game of cards, some 
shuffleboard, play backgammon or 
chess.  You can sit around and dig the 
crazy cool mid-century décor, smoke 
your stogies out back, decorate your 
Fedora or just relax.  

The Rat pack theme is accentuated 
by the white, black and bright red décor 
throughout the building, all popular 50’s 

colors.   A little neon, a little chrome 
and you are back in the 50’s with 
Elvis, Bill Haley, Pat Boone or Bobby 
Darrin playing in the background while 
having a glass of wine made by Prosser 
Vineyards.  

“Downtown Prosser is becoming a 
quite the destination point for tourism,” 
said Jenkin.

Photo by Rebecca Fink

Photo courtesy of Bill’s

At Bill’s you can enjoy a glass a wine and a game of cards, 
some shuffleboard, play backgammon or chess.
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By Elena Olmstead
About a thousand people showed up 

for Prosser’s first ever Beer and Whiskey 
Festival. The event featured 18 brewers 
and distillers from across South Central 
Washington as they celebrated the unique 
tastes and nuances of their products.

Humberto Rodriguez, executive 
director of the Prosser Chamber of 
Commerce, said he knew from the first 
time he stepped into his position with 
the Chamber that he wanted to find a 
new event. He wanted to find something 
that would bring a different crowd to the 
community, while promoting some of 
the area’s unique offerings. “I wanted to 
create something we didn’t have already,” 
Rodriguez said.

He said he started talking to Prosser’s 
local brewers and distillers to gage their 
interest in putting together a special event 
that would specifically highlight them. 
And their response was to fully pledge 
their support to a new event. “They were 
all for it,” he said.

Rodriguez said he spent about a year 
putting together an idea of what he wanted 
the event to be, and then he spent about 
two months getting the Beer and Whiskey 
Festival planned and all of the particulars 
ironed out.

Rodriguez said as the event got closer 
and closer he wasn’t sure quite to expect. 
He hoped it would be something people 
would be interested in attending, but he 
didn’t know for sure. Originally, he had 
hoped to see a crowd of about 700, but he 

Beer and Whiskey Festival
Submitted photo

Prosser’s first ever Beer and Whiskey Festival 
was a huge success and hundreds of people 
flocked to the event.

felt that might be a little optimistic. 
He was pleasantly surprised when 

before the gates even opened and 500 
tickets had been presold. And by the time 
the event was in full swing a total of 1,060 
tickets had been accounted for.

Rodriguez said he did a lot of his 
promotion for the event on Facebook, 
he handed out tickets to several local 
businesses who then did giveaways 
through social media. “For a first year 
event, it was very good,” Rodriguez said.

This year’s the Beer and Whiskey 
Festival will be held at the Prosser Wine 
and Food Park, located on Port of Benton 
property to the east of downtown. And 
will be held under a 60-by-100 foot white 
tent, keeping all those in attendance and 
vendors out of any weather.

While Rodriguez was very pleased 
with last year’s turnout and response to the 
Beer and Whiskey Festival, he’s already 
looking forward to next year. “We’ll come 
back twice as strong next year,” he said.

Next year’s Beer and Whiskey Festival 
will be on Oct. 10. Rodriguez said the 

y Sp lop ta h

H

Open Tues-Fri 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat 11 a.m.-2 p.m. • Closed Sun & Mon

email- rhinkdrop@gmail.com
Phone- (509) 619-2722

Custom 
T-shirts 
Tanks 

Hoodies
and 

More!!
Come into 

Becky’s 
Coffee Corner

and see 
Rene and Holly

Account Benefits:
• Free Checking
• Free Visa Debit Card
• Free Online banking
• Free Bill Pay
• NO Monthly Fees
• NO Minimum Balance  
 on Checking Account

Prosser
580 Wine Country Rd.
509-786-2711

New Accounts Welcome!

Federally insured by NCUA.

PROSSER 
BRANCH

Valid ID

SSN or ITIN

$50 Deposit in 
Savings

Here is what you need 
to set up an account.

Left to Right: Yolanda, Devonte, Nancy, Eva, Adriana - Branch Manager

Se Habla Español

www.lvcu.org

event is now slated for the second Saturday 
of every October. 

The event will serve as a way for people 
to taste many of the area’s beers and 
spirits. During the event people can buy 
wooden tokens for $1, which they could 
then use to purchase tastings – two tokens 
would purchase 8 ounces of beer and three 
tokens will purchase an 8 ounce cocktail. 
Rodriguez said many of the distillers 
will offer mixed drinks highlighting their 
special spirits. And beer and whiskey 
weren’t the only things available to taste 
during the event. There were also four 
food vendors and a rib cook-off.

To ensure everyone had a good time, 
Rodriguez will also to offer an easy and 
safe way for everyone to get home. The 
Chamber will shuttle people from the 
event to their homes free of charge.
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By Elena Olmstead
When Jennifer Lakey was trying to 

decide where she wanted to open her 
bakery, she knew one things for sure – it 
was going to be in Prosser. “I knew I was 
going to be in the community that gave us 
so much,” Lakey said.

July 29, 2014 Lakey and her husband, 
Justin, opened Junebug’s Bakery at 
614 Sixth St. in Prosser. And while she 
hoped for the best when she first opened 
her doors this past summer, she wasn’t 
prepared for what she saw. When the 
doors opened on her first day, the bakery 
was flooded with people and within a few 
hours they were completely sold out of 
everything. Lakey said they had to close 
the doors, bake some more and reopen. 
And again, everything would sell out. It 
took her and her husband, Justin, about a 
week and a half before they got to a point 
where they knew what to expect and 
how much to bake. Looking back, Lakey 
realized she had greatly underestimated 
just how popular the place would be. 
“Those first three days we were here all 
day, every day,” Lakey said. 

Since then, the couple and their young 
family have settled into a more regular 
routine. They come into the bakery before 
the sun comes up to get started on their 
scratch-made specialties, and stay until 
it’s time to take their sons to football 
practice. For Lakey, it’s all about her 
family.

In opening a business, she was 
looking for a way to not only start a new 
career doing something she has grown to 
love, but also to give her whole family a 
place to learn about responsibility, pride in 
ownership and giving back.

Lakey’s mother, Rosie Rumsey, is a 
regular behind the counter, as is her aunt 
Dolores Childers. And it doesn’t stop there, 
her cousin comes in a few times a month 
to help out however he can, and Lakey’s 
children are regular fixtures at the bakery.

Lakey said her three sons, Lucas, Taylor 
and Tre, helped with doing everything 
from sweeping the floors to taste testing 
new recipes. She said one of their favorite 
things to do is name the new products.

“I decided to take a crack at baking,” 
Lakey said. “My dad’s mom was a baker 
and I thought I’d give it a shot.” In the 
beginning Lakey wasn’t doing anything 
too fancy. Instead, she started by simply 
going to the store and buying a boxed mix. 
But slowly she started gaining confidence 
in her abilities and developing her own 
recipes. It wasn’t until she set out to bake 
a special cupcake for a friend’s daughter, 
who was going blind, that everything came 
into focus. 

Lakey remembers working hard to 
create a cupcake that would spark the 
young girl’s other senses. She wanted 
her raspberry lemonade cupcake to taste 
perfectly lemony, smell great and have a 
velvety texture. When she was finished she 
packed up her cupcakes, took them to her 
job at the crisis response center in the Tri-
Cities, and when her friends tasted them – 

Submitted Photo
Jennifer Lakey cuts the ribbon to officially open Junebug’s Bakery.

There’s no place like 
home at Junebug’s Bakery

they told her she had to start selling them.
Soon, Lakey found herself baking out 

of her home more and more. But it wasn’t 
until a couple of years ago, on Valentine’s 
Day, with a house filled with more than 
50 special orders that her husband told 
her it was time. It was time to think about 
turning this into more of a business and 
less of a hobby.

Lakey ended up spending a year and 
half with D’Vine Cupcakes, developing 
her recipes, her confidence, her business 
savvy and a loyal following. “The more 
I baked, the more I realize it was what I 
wanted to do – just bake,” Lakey said. 

She found that between working at the 
crisis center and the bakery that she wasn’t 
spending enough time with her family. So 
she set off to find her own storefront and 
committed to the building in downtown 
Prosser in March 2013, with plans to be 
open by June of that year. Instead, it took 
about a year and half to renovate the old 
building. But Lakey couldn’t be happier 
with the results. There’s an exposed 
brick wall that still shows signs of old 

advertising, exposed wooden beams that 
cross the tall ceilings, an open kitchen and 
a display case that’s always filled with 
scratch-made pastries.

Her husband works as the bread maker, 
Lakey creates all of the cupcakes and 
pastries and together they work to create 
lunch specials that are causing people to 
line up out the door.

And she’s also planning on bringing 
some classics back to Prosser, like chili 
and cinnamon rolls and everyone’s 
favorite – cheese zombies – just like the 
school district used to make.

Lakey also donates five percent from the 
sale of every cupcake and cake to charity. 
She donates every quarter switching 
between the Tri-Cities Cancer Center and 
the Northwest Sarcoma Foundation in 
Seattle.

Junebug’s Bakery is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. For more 
information on their daily lunch specials 
and special treats visit their Facebook 
page.

Try Our 
Awesome Pizzas 
Wonderful New Dinner Entrées

Sandwiches • Burgers
   Appetizers • Wingz • Pastas • Salads

Eatery & Pub

1232 Wine Country Road • Prosser • 786-7492
www.jeremys1896publichouse.com

May All Who Enter As 
Guests Leave As Friends!

Dine 
on the Deck

OPEN MONDAY - 
SATURDAY AT 11 A.M.

SUNDAYS AT NOON
HAPPY HOUR 4 t0 6 P.M. 

7 DAYS A WEEK
WINE ON TAP

21 Micro Brews 
(Including Local Breweries On Tap)

Domestics Also On Tap 
Local Wines and Spirits
To Go Orders Welcome 

Prosser is the Benton County 
Washington seat. It was founded in 
1905 and was formerly part of Yakima 
and Klickitat counties. It was named 
after Senator Thomas Hart Benton of 
Missouri. The county is located in the 
southeastern part of the state and is 
bordered on the south and east by the 
Columbia River.

Many famous explorers of the 
Northwest passed through Benton 
County, among them, Lewis and 
Clark and Captain Bonneville.

Early wagon roads from Walla 
Walla to Puget Sound also traversed 
the county.

In the 1880s, the coming of 
railroads brought settlers to the 
region and the irrigation projects of 
the 1890s created a rich agricultural 
economy. The establishment of the 
Hanford Atomic Energy Center has 
made the county the nation’s major 
atomic research center. The county 
enjoys a diversified economy based 
on agriculture, wood products, food 
production, government installations 
and is emerging as one of the leading 
wine centers of Washington State. 
For more information: www.rottsweb/
com/wasgs/benton.htm. 

--Courtesy of Benton County

Benton 
County history
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Creating Heirloom 
Jewelry for 

Over 30 Years!

Prosser • 723 6th St. • 786- GOLD (4653)
Sunnyside • 528 S. 6th St. • 837-6274

Our Latest Collection Will Put A Smile 
on Her Face That Lasts Generations!

BeckCo.
Design Gallery

By Victoria Walker
With a Grand Opening celebration 

and support from private and public 
contributors and the Port of Benton, 
the Clore Center opened its doors to 
the public on May 31, 2014.  In 2014 
there has been over 10, 000 visitors and 
over 160 events at the Walter Clore and 
Culinary Center.   Those visitors and 
events were all handled by three full 
time staff and seven part time staff.  “We 
are very grateful to all the hard work 
by our Board of Directors, and also the 
Port of Benton who are a major partners 
in our success,” said Abbey Cameron, 
Executive Director.  

On May 30, 2015 there will be a first 
anniversary celebration at the Clore 
Center, located at 2140 Wine Country 
Road. “There have been so many 
accomplishments in the first year of 
business at the Clore Center! Opening 
the doors to the tasting room was a 
vision of many volunteers and board 
members.  We were so excited to start 
sharing the wines that we find with our 
guests. Just seeing guests respond to 
the wines and the stories has been very 
fulfilling. People really enjoy getting to 
know a different region, and a different 
line up of wines each month. Our guests 
know there’s always something new 
to be found at the Clore Center. Also, 
we launched a wine club a few months 
ago, which offers an amazing variety of 
Washington wines. And, of course, we 
love the many private events we get to 
be a part of in our banquet spaces, lots of 
weddings, parties, it’s great to see people 
enjoying the space and celebrating their 
occasions,” said Cameron. 

Currently, the Clore Center is 
working with an exhibit design firm to 
create displays that will tell the story of 
Dr. Clore and his life’s work, as well as 
the history of agriculture in Washington. 
The center will also be offering a sensory 

Photo courtesy of Clore Center

Walter Clore Wine and Culinary 
Center celebrates first anniversary

experience with an Aroma Bar where 
guests can explore the different aromas 
they might find in wine and see how that 
helps with their wine tasting experience. 
“We will be enhancing the building and 
the experience by adding educational 
exhibits over the next 18 months or so,” 
said Cameron.  

Some of the new stuff at the Clore 
Center includes exploring the culinary 
side of things and guests can find food 
options every day at the Clore Center. 
There are always Wine Bites, which are 
cheese trays, house made hummus and 
other delicious snacks. And then, on 
Saturdays and Sundays there is a Fresh 
Fare menu, that is seasonal, local, and 
prepared to order. Right now they are 
featuring a lot of asparagus as well as 
some great ways to used Chukar Cherries 
products on the weekend menu.

“The building is beautiful and 
complete.  We are hosting a large variety 
of social and corporate events and 
welcoming visitors to our Tasting Room 
every day.  Our programming has been 
very well received. Our monthly Blind 
Tastings are filling up every month (the 
first Thursday of each month), and our 
culinary programs and special events are 
also popular,” says Cameron. 

Join the celebration of the Walter 
Clore Wine and Culinary Center’s one 
year anniversary with live music from 
4-7 p.m. by the Kevin Selby Experiment.  
There will be fresh fare, special glass 
pours, and event ticket giveaways! 
All weekend there will be a special 
$1.00 tasting fee offered for a fantastic 
weekend event. 

The Clore Center is open for tasting 
11 a.m.- 5 p.m. daily. A great way to 
know what programs and events are 
available is through their website www.
theclorecenter.org, email list, and 
Facebook.  Please call 509-786-1000 for 
more information.

El Caporal opened in 1998. They are a family owned business offering wonderful 
service in a great family atmosphere. Their family was honored to be voted Prosser 
Small Business of the Year in 2004. Open for lunch and dinner 7 days a week. 
Monday - Thursday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m., Friday & Saturday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. 
and Sunday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. You can start out with one of 
the delicious appetizers and then order one of the many 
entrees available on the menu. Lunch specials are served 
daily and there are many combination plates to choose 
from. You can enjoy a cocktail, beer or one of the best 
margaritas around from our full service bar. We are one 
of eleven El Caporal Restaurants in Washington.

624 6th Street • 786-4910 • Bienvenidos, Amigos
EL CAPORAL

EL CAPORAL • 786-4910

Stop By To Enjoy One Of Our New Appetizers and Entrees!
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The Prosser Boys & Girls Club would like to thank the generous families, 
individuals and businesses of Prosser for their investment in the lives 
of the 400+ youth served this year.  It is the intent of the Club to include 
all donor-investors who contributed financially and through gifts of 
goods and services through our  recent campaign.  If your name was not 
included in this list, we sincerely apologize and ask you contact the Club 
to ensure your inclusion in our next publication.
Thank you

A Huge Thank You!
LaVonne Boogerd
American West Bank
Marchall Anderson
Andrews Horse Heaven Ranch & 
Farms
Andrews Vineyards
Jeff & Jani Andrews
Louise Andrews
Julee & Mike Armstead
Guy Auld

Colonial Square Apartments
Dean & Judi Benson
Stephen Bradley
Calvary Baptist church
Columbia Basin Denture Care
Kent Copeland
Ed & Ann Doherty
Dan & Cheryl Dufault
Bob & Peggy Early
Steve & Cheryl Ellis
Everett Law
Doug & Jean Gore
Grow Farms

Dr. David Grow
Jim Hancock
James & Shellie Hatch
Doug Himsl
Jeff Hogue
Polly Ingvalson
Bill & Lisa Jenkin
Casey & Amelia Jensen
Kenyon Zero Storage
Knights of Columbus #10543
Mabton Grace Brethren
Rob & Susie McKinney
Mercer Dryland Farms
Patsy Mercer
Jarrod Miller & Marissa Frank
Milne Fruit Company
Brian & Kendra Newhouse
Julie Peterson
Prosser United Methodist Church
Saxton, Riley & Riley

Glenda Schmidt
Seneca Foods
Freda & Stephen Sesney
Andrew & Eileen Sheppard
Chad & Michele Smith
D.R. Smith
Del & Lois Smith
Tim Straub & Tamera Schille
Sunheaven Farms
Mikki Symonds & Flint Orr
Randy & Kathy Taylor
Alicia Thompson
Cormac & Linda Thompson
TNT/ Linda & Tom Freepons
Tree Top, Inc
Pat Tucker
United Methodist Women
Loyd & Kathy Waite
Paul & Kerry Warden
Dr. Robe Weberrt J
Robert White
Whitehead Foundation
UGN -United Good Neighbors
Wychoff Farms
Yakima Federal Savings
Prosser Rotary Club
Cook’s Ace Hardware
US Bank
Prosser Eagles
Dr. Sharon Deitrich
Chris & Monica Cisneros
Prosser First Baptist Church
Dena Lodahl
Brianna Garcia
Dylan Brown
Prosser School District
City of Prosser
Tom Denchel Ford Country
Russell & Jennifer Smithyman
Altria Group, Inc.
Leadership Prosser - Class of 2015
Prosser Kiwanis
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Sunrise
Midwifery, LLC

HoMe BirtH Midwifery Care SinCe 2009

Safe • affordaBLe • individuaLized Care 
Covering yakiMa vaLLey, yakiMa & eLLenSBurg

kriStin eggLeSton, LM, CPM
509-780-3330

www.sunrisemidwifery.net

2017 Benson Ave., Prosser, wA 99350

Greater public awareness of 
agricultural challenges could help the 
industry in the future.

Though farming was once big business 
in the United States, by 2012 less than 1 
percent of Americans were professional 
farmers. Many challenges face today’s 
farmers, many of which are largely 
unknown to the general public.

Many people have an outdated view 
of a farm as a small, family-owned and 
operated parcel of land where livestock is 
raised in open pens and crops are hand-
harvested when ripe. The reality is that 
modern-day farms have had to overhaul 
operations to meet demand and remain 
competitively priced while adapting to the 
ever-changing ways technology infiltrates 
all parts of life. Each of these factors 
present obstacles for today’s farmers.

Technology
Rural farming communities are 

expected to make an effort to integrate 
modern technology into an industry 
that has been around for centuries. But 
such a transition in rural areas, where 
communications systems may not be as 
up-to-date as those in urban areas, is not 
always so easy.

According to the Manitoba Rural 
Adaptation Council, a shift from a 
resource-based to an information-
based economy, compounded by the 
rapid introduction and expansion of 
new technology in the workplace, has 
altered farm operation and the skills in 
demand. Older workers who have been 
schooled in one way of agriculture may 
have a significant impact on labor supply 
and the vitality of farming as a career. 
Younger adults who are knowledgeable 
in technology may no longer seek out 
agricultural careers.

Decrease in farming as an occupation
The United States Environmental 

Protection Agency says that only about 
960,000 Americans claim farming as 
their principal occupation. As that figure 
has dwindled, the average age of farmers 

Challenges facing farmers today and tomorrow

Photo by Neal Bybee
Caden Bybee runs the combine in the seed peas on June 23.

continues to rise, as the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics notes that roughly 40 percent of 
the farmers in this country are 55 years 
old or older. This has led to concerns 
about the long-term health of family 
farms throughout the United States.

Environmental concerns
Many farmers have come under 

scrutiny for how farming impacts the 
environment. A growing emphasis on 
sustainability and conservation has led 
many people to protest certain farming 
practices. Protesters claim that certain 
practices, such as raising livestock, can 
pollute water, while the use of fertilizers 
and chemical pesticides is bad for the 
environment. Many farmers, however, 
have altered their methods to be more 
environmentally friendly and self-

sustainable in the process.
Climate change is another 

environmental issue farmers must 
deal with. Strong storms and severe 
droughts have made farming even more 
challenging.

Financial fall-out
The ongoing recession of the last 

half-decade has also affected farmers. 
In November of 2012, the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics indicated 
that the unemployment rate within the 
agriculture, forestry, fishing, and hunting 
industries was at 13.6 percent, far higher 
than the national unemployment rate. 
As a result, many farm families have 
found themselves stuck between a rock 
and a hard place, as rising costs for 
equipment and technology are being 

coupled with decreasing profits and rising 
unemployment

Further complicating matters is 
competition from corporations and 
international food producers who have 
made it difficult for family farmers to 
turn a significant profit. Many family 
farmers rely on loans and lines of credit 
to survive, but thanks to changes in the 
financial sector that saw banks become 
less willing to extend lines of credit, some 
farmers are facing bankruptcy.

Though it can be easy for those who 
do not work in the agricultural industry 
to overlook the struggles facing today’s 
agricultural professionals, a greater 
understanding of those struggles and the 
challenges that lay ahead can benefit the 
industry and its employees down the road.

Nestled in the heart of 
Washington Wine Country, the 
Prosser Farmers Market is the 
place to be Saturday mornings from 
May through October. Open 8:00 
a.m. until 12:00 noon and located 
in the Prosser City Park, 7th Street 
& Sommers Avenue, the Market is a 
lovely place to spend the morning.

Besides offering a wide variety 
of fresh fruits and vegetables; 
you’ll find plants, cut flowers, 
artisan breads & gourmet cheeses, 
Espresso, cookies & pastries, 
woven baskets and unique art & 
craft items.

After stocking up on the best 
locally grown items you can spend 
the afternoon touring the fabulous 
Prosser wineries, historical 
museum and unique shops. Each 
week offers surprises and music 
and special events are scheduled 
throughout our season.

Farmers Market
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HALL
PROSSER

CHEVROLET
BUICK
786-2666 
1-800-676-4255

314 6th Street • Prosser • hallchevbuick.com
Mon. thru Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m. • Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Thank You Prosser 
and The Lower 

Valley for 54 Years 
of Business!
Thank You

For Your Continued 
Support!

Stop By and Experience 
Our No-Pressure Sales...

Let One of Our 
Professional Sales Team 

Help You Find The 
Vehicle You’re 
Looking For!

Service Department:
#1 In Service Satisfaction
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

FREE Hercules Car Wash
With Any Service

Call 786-2666
Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Showroom

Customer 
Waiting Area

Over 500 
New and

Used Vehicles
In Inventor y

Call us at 786-2404 or stop by and visit us
718 Sixth Street • Prosser

Brian Newhouse, CPA • bnewhouse@alegriacpas.com
ALEGRIA & COMPANY P.S. • 786-2404

Written by Gorley, Ashley / Lindsey, 
Hillary / Laird, Luke Robert.  
 
Yesterday I got a call 
Someone I didn’t know at all, had 
passed away 
Mama said yeah you know him 
You went to school with both his kids 
They lived out on Prescott lane 
She said you should’ve seen the line 
Mrs. Johnson said to tell you hi
Thank God for hometowns 
And all the love that makes you them 
around 
Thank God for the county lines that 
welcome you back in 
When you were dying to get out 
Thank God for church pews 
And all the faces that won’t forget you 
‘Cause when you’re lost out in this 
crazy world 
You got somewhere to go and get found 
Thank God for hometowns, yeah

Last June my cousin tied the knot, 
Didn’t know if I’d go or not 
But I’m sure glad I did 
It was a pretty good haul but worth the 
drive 
I could feel myself come back to life 
The closer that I’d get 

Thank God for 
hometowns

First red light I rolled the windows 
down 
Breathed it in and took a look around

Thank God for hometowns 
First kisses and touchdowns 
Thank God for the county lines that 
welcome you back in 
When you were dying to get out 
Thank God for church pews 
And all the faces that won’t forget you 
And when you’re lost out in this crazy 
world 
You got somewhere to go and get found 
Thank God for hometowns

I always find another piece of me 
Walking down these old familiar streets

Thank God for hometowns 
And all the love that makes them go 
around 
Thank God for the county lines that 
welcome you back in 
When you were dying to get out 
Thank God for church pews 
And all the faces that won’t forget you 
And when you’re lost out in this crazy 
world 
You got somewhere to go and get found 
Thank God for hometowns 
Thank God for hometowns
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Prosser City Council
The City of Prosser operates under a Mayor-Council form of government with 

seven elected Council Members serving 4-year terms. 
Currently, the Mayor is Paul Warden with Council Members Don Aubrey, 

Morgan Everett, Marvin Ward, Bob Elder, Randy Taylor, Steve Becken, and Scott 
Hamilton.

Citizen are always welcome to come and participate in City Council Meetings. 
Meetings are routinely held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month and begin 
promptly at 7 p.m. City Council also conducts a work session on the 1st Tuesday 
of each month beginning at 7 p.m.

This year elections will be in November and a new City Council will be seated.

Photos 
courtesy 

of 
City of 

Prosser

Mayor Paul Warden Concilman 
Don Aubrey

Councilman 
Morgan Everett

Councilman 
Marvin Ward

Councilman 
Bob Elder

Councilman
Scott Hamilton

Councilman
Steve Becken

Councilman
Randy Taylor

355 Wine Country Rd. • Prosser • 786-5344
www.davemartinfamilyautos.com

      
  Dave

Martin Family
AUTO SALES

. . . We Treat You Like Family

Hometown Boy ... Hometown Values
Come By and See The Late 

Model Used Vehicles 
We Have In Stock . . .

Something For
Every Budget

By Victoria Walker
Michael Cruz is the 2015-2016 Mr. 

Prosser.  With an application and an 
essay contest Cruz was chosen out of 
a number of applicants.  

Cruz is born and raised in Prosser 
with five siblings and it a twin.  

According to Humberto Rodriguez, 
Executive Director of Prosser 
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. 
Prosser is a mentorship program 
for Prosser youth.  Cruz will 
shadow Rodriguez at City 
Council, Chamber ribbon 
cuttings, set up and tear down of 
Chamber events, he will Master 
of Ceremonies some Chamber 
events.  

“The biggest project he will be 
involved in is the 90th Annual States 
Day parade and events,” said 
Rodriquez.

One of the essay 
questions was; what 
do you want to 
do with your 
life?  Here is 
an excerpt 
f r o m 
C r u z ’ s 
response:

Michael Cruz is first 
time Mr. Prosser

Photo by Humberto 
Rodriquez

‘If Mr. Prosser means I can be part 
of the community more and have a 
bigger impact on people, then it’s 
something I definitely want to do.  I 
take tremendous pride in Prosser and 
the people in it. I have been around 
Prosser for a while now and I would 

love to represent it by 
having this title. I want 

to have an impact 
on children.  I think 
holding the Mr. 
Prosser title will 
allow me to be a 
part of something 
big in this 
community’.

In 1919, Washington State College (later WSU) established 
the Irrigation Experiment Station at Prosser. The program’s 
mandate is to study the problems faced by farmers, 
orchardists, and ranchers in the dry central part of the 
state. The station originally employed scientists from the 
college in Pullman, who partnered with scientists from 
the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) 
and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
The station is still currently in use, and offers a number of 
agricultural education programs.
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By Victoria Walker
Months ago the Prosser Planning 

Department got a phone call from a 
representative from ShopKo. They were 
interested in Prosser for a new store 
location.  The ShopKo representative flew 
in and met with representatives from the 
city planning department.  

“We had a great conversation about 
what Prosser had to offer and ordinances 
they would be subject to,” said City 
Planner Steve Zetz. “It was a positive 
meeting and they were pleased with what 
we could do. They looked at the land 
and began the process of purchasing the 
(Chardonnay Boulevard) site.”

Zetz said the city also received its first 
permit application from the company. The 
company recently submitted a variance 
request that would allow for a wider 
driveway, giving better access to the 
property.

This is the very first of several steps 
that need to take place before building 
could begin at the site. Zetz said the 
company would still have to complete an 
environmental checklist and have a site 
review. Then the company could apply for 
a building permit.

“I don’t know what their model for 
Prosser is,” Zetz said. “But ShopKo 

Photos by Dianne Buxton

ShopKo 
in Prosser

has their own development company. It 
will be a Shopko Hometown which is a 
smaller footprint than their larger stores.”  

There will be possible benefits to 
ShopKo coming into the community.  

“They will be supplying goods and 
services that aren’t readily available,” 
Zetz said. “They can keep shopping 
dollars here in Prosser and people won’t 
have to have to drive out of town to get 

some things.” 
The store would also bring more jobs 

to the community, which means salaries 
that would be earned in and likely spent 
in Prosser.

Projected Opening 
Date is September 2015
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VANESSA
Columbia Basin Denture/ NW Dental Implant Ctr.
NW Dental 3x6
3D3W
6-16, 21, 23
6-28, 30, 7-5
SHPR
6-23, 7-7

STOP SUFFERINGSTOP SUFFERING
WITH MISSING OR FAILING TEETH.

Locations in Prosser, Kennewick, 
Yakima, and Walla Walla 1-800-648-9905

DENTAL IMPLANTS:
New Hope For Denture Wearers

NORTHWEST DENTAL IMPLANT CENTER

EXPERIENCE: Our caring and high 
tech services

FREE: Extraction, implant and dental 
consultations.

ONE LOW PRICE: On full mouth 
extractions, implants and dentures.

CONSULTATION,
EXAM & XRAY

A $250 Value

FREEFREE

Dr. Bradly Frank & Family

“Building a Tradition of Excellence”

VANESSA
Columbia Basin Denture/ NW Dental Implant Ctr.
NW Dental 3x6
3D3W
6-16, 21, 23
6-28, 30, 7-5
SHPR
6-23, 7-7

STOP SUFFERINGSTOP SUFFERING
WITH MISSING OR FAILING TEETH.

Locations in Prosser, Kennewick, 
Yakima, and Walla Walla 1-800-648-9905

DENTAL IMPLANTS:
New Hope For Denture Wearers

NORTHWEST DENTAL IMPLANT CENTER

EXPERIENCE: Our caring and high 
tech services

FREE: Extraction, implant and dental 
consultations.

ONE LOW PRICE: On full mouth 
extractions, implants and dentures.

CONSULTATION,
EXAM & XRAY

A $250 Value

FREEFREE

Dr. Bradly Frank & Family

Columbia Basin Denture Care
    Mike Ankermiller      786-2963
       Licensed Denturist          800-591-2240

1225 Meade Avenue • Prosser

Custom Dentures or Partials
Same Day - Repairs
Free Assessments

Call 1-800-591-2240
Amablemente atendido por el professional bilingue

Get Your Smile Back!

Small town quote
As a kid growing up in a small town in Washington State, 
my only exposure to New York City was through movies. 
The town with its towering skyscrapers, fascinating people 
and teeming energy absolutely captivated me.
Robert Osborne

By Rebecca Fink
The West Benton Regional Fire 

Authority had a swearing in ceremony at 
the District #3 Firehouse in Prosser.   

Benton County Commissioner, 
Jerome Delvin swore seven people 
into office.  Doug Merritt was sworn in 
as Administrator (of the West Benton 
Regional Fire Authority) and will continue 
to act as Fire Chief, six board members 
(current) were sworn in as Governance 
board members.  They include: Max 
Benitz, Bob Elder, Morgan Everett, Randy 
Fox, Tim Stewart and Randy Taylor. 

The new positions will act in a 
custodial role for 2015.  Then in 2016, the 
board will change and voters will elect 
members to these positions. Two will be 
elected within the city of Prosser, two will 
come from Benton County and one will 
be at large, totaling five positions.  The 
positions will be open for nomination in 
fall of 2015.

 West Benton Regional Fire Authority 

Photo by Rebecca Fink
Commissioner Jerome Delvin swears in new Governance Board Members to West Benton 
Regional Fire Authority. 

West Benton Regional Fire 
Authority joined fire protection jurisdictions with 

a vote of the people within the City of 
Prosser and Benton County Fire Protection 
District #3.  The district reaches 170 miles 
around Prosser city limits. “The benefit of 
creating the authority was to protect the 
fire department and district from economic 
ups and downs.  It’s about securing a 
funding plan for services provided,” said 
Doug Merritt, Fire Chief.  

The joining has created regional 
response efficiencies, by combining 
resources and available revenues of the 
City and District under the administration 
of a single fire authority.  It provides for 
maintaining the level of emergency/rescue 
service that is currently being provided.  

The level of service will be the same.  
Now the department can fund dedicate 
monies. “In accordance with citizen task 
force recommendation we will implement 
a deployment plan for the new entity 
includes staffing, apparatus for future,” 
says Merritt.
Merrit stated that he was “grateful and we 
have worked on this for many years”. 

1230 Bennett Ave • historicdowntownprosser@gmail.com 
Find us on Facebook at Historic Downtown Prosser

Sponsored Events
*1st Friday
*Street Dance during Harvest Festival
*Scarecrow Contest
*Snowman Contest
*Trick-or-Treat 
   on Main Street
*Holiday Window 
   Decorating
*Car Show
*Autumn Nights

509-786-2399

A Special Thanks 
to our Partners, 

our Event 
Volunteers, 
and all the 

Participating 
Businesses



Prosser Record-Bulletin  •  Page 15  •  August 26, 2015                                      

11 TO 1

FALC

TOP AIR

WISHEK DISK 

KRAUS DOMINATOR

COMBINE PARTS

HYDRAULIC PARTS

PATERSON STORE

118305 S. SR 221
    Prosser, WA 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

STORE HOURS

PHONE # 509-786-7592

FAX # 509-786-7593

MON-FRI 7AM-7PM SATURDAY 7AM-5PM

GRAND OPENING
LUNCH PROVIDED BY

AUGUST 28TH 2015

Prosser - I was 
born and raised 
in Walla Walla, I 
am a U.S. Army 
veteran and a 
polio survivor.  I 
am married to 
James Brumley 
and am a mother 
of five young adult 
“kids” and nine 
grandchildren.

I have been 

Prosser’s seniors Directors
Prosser - My name 

is Terek Beckman 
and I am the 
Executive Director at 
Sun Terrace Assisted 
Living and Memory 
Care. I have had the 
privilege of working 
in the Senior Living 
industry for just over 
10 years. 

I began serving 

Sun Terrace

our seniors in the small town of Idaho 
Falls, Idaho as a marketing director for 
a very large Retirement Community. 
Quickly I learned that my passion was not 
only with marketing but with managing 
and interacting in the daily lives of 
our seniors.  I loved learning about the 
history of our residents and being able to 
customize a lifestyle to fit their needs. At 

that point I began pursuing running my 
own buildings and at the age of 23 I was 
promoted and became Executive Director 
of my first building in Bend, Oregon. 

From there I grew and became 
a traveling Executive Director 
troubleshooting properties that were 

struggling and before long was given the 
position of Regional Director. 

After three years in the regional 
position I realized that I was missing 
watching my two young boys grow up, 
and decided it was time to make a change. 
After talking with my beautiful wife we 

made the decision that I would step into 
the Executive Director role at Sun Terrace 
here in wonderful Prosser. 

I have been the Executive Director 
here now for almost a year and I am so 
grateful for the opportunity to interact 
with these residents on a daily basis. Each 
day I go to work I love what I do, I am 
passionate about providing the best level 
of care to our seniors and making each 
day a memorable experience. 

Terek Beckman

Sheffield Manor

Deb Brumley

Executive Director at Sheffield 
Retirement & Assisted Living since 
2014. I am responsible for overall day 
to day operations, most importantly, 
the well-being of our wonderful 
residents, the professional growth 
of the staff, regulatory, QA and 
marketing. 

Named the 2015 Assisted Living 
Executive Director of the Year for the 
State of WA, I received the award in 
May of this year from WHCA.  I am 
the advocate for two late 80 year old 
parents in assisted living in the lower 
valley and a 15 year community 
volunteer for veterans and seniors, 
helping connect them to resources.

I am the former managing Editor, 
PRB/GV Herald. In 2004 I was the 
first grant writer for Prosser Economic 
Development (secured $287,000 grant 
to improve the Horse Heaven Vista); 
nearly 20 years with Federal and State 
agencies in Walla Walla, Albuquerque 
and WA DC in capacity of Senior 
Writer. Public Affairs Officer and 
Patient Advocacy.

Benton Co. Advisory Board 
representative for our local Aging & 
Long Term Care Board since 2012. 
Chairman of the annual Prosser Thank 
You Vets parade and celebration; 
avid community volunteer including 
publicity coordinator for ‘Save the 
Courthouse’ effort; Prosser Rotary 
member; former Prosser City Council 
member and current write in candidate 
for Prosser Council seat, Position 7.



Prosser Record-Bulletin  •  Page 16  •  August 26, 2015                                      

Sheffield “swept” 3 of the 3 2015 Washington State Quality Awards given out each year to one Nurse, one Caregiver, 
one Executive Director in an Assisted Living setting, for the entire State of Washington. These collective awards given 
to these three Sheffield leaders are indicative of the overall quality team in place at Sheffield. 

Sheffield Retirement and Assisted Living is the lower valley’s only locally owned and operated retirement community. 
Sheffield, found at the edge of scenic Prosser, a few minutes from town, is the first choice of area families who want 
the best for their loved one: a family style, caring, quality retirement lifestyle. Sheffield is not corporate or complex: 
decisions are made by two local families (Den Hoed and Hyatt) and these families plan to continue to improve Sheffield 
through an upcoming, long-term investment.

A $2 million improvement and expansion project will get underway in late August 2015, lasting approximately six 
months. At the heart of the project, managed by Mountain States Construction of Sunnyside, is the addition of 12 new 
1 BR luxury apartments, updating and expansion throughout the existing community. Amenities planned are: walk-in 
tub (Spa) room, super big screen TV, a short-term care (respite) apartment, a new activities van, state of the art wireless 
technology which allow efficiencies in care and communication. Sheffield is park-like in its setting and beauty, and the 
upcoming project will continue that tradition of peace and beauty, in the finished product.

Sheffield offers studio and one bedroom apartments, each with full services included. All our seniors enjoy complete 
convenience at one competitive price, including: home-cooked meals and snacks, certified, personalized care, laundry, 
housekeeping, beauty/barber shop, full range of activities, outdoor and private space to share with families and the 
community and secure WiFi. A Den Hoed/Hyatt property. http://www.hyattfamily facilities.com/

Sheffield Manor Retirement and  Assisted Living

(509) 786-3100 • 125 N. Wamba Road • Prosser, WA 99350
Follow us on FB: https://www.facebook.com/SheffieldManorassistedlivingintheheartofwashington?ref=br_rs

Home of the 2015 Washington State Nurse of the Year: Ruth Todd, RN
Home of the 2015 Washington State Noble Caregiver of the Year: Thomas McDaniel

Home of the 2015 Washington State Executive Director of the Year: Deb Brumley

Alpaca breeders John and Jennifer Ely specialize in new farm start-ups, mentoring 
customers to succeed in the growing U.S. alpaca fiber and livestock industries.

Alpacas . . . the perfect livestock for small acreage . . .
gentle, intelligent, eco-friendly, fun and profitable.

Breeding Stock • Fiber Herds • Pets/4-H

Learn more about owning alpacas for fun and profit. Farm 
tours daily by appointment. Call today to schedule yours!

Prosser, WA • (509) 786-4507 • www.sagebluffalpacas.com

Come Visit Us At  Wine Country Plaza
KD’s Country Floral

Full Service Floral Shoppe

409 WINE COUNTRY ROAD • PROSSER

• Weddings • Funerals • Birthdays • Anniversaries 
• All Occasion Gifts • Balloons • Plants 

• Candy Cakes • Old-Fashioned Candy Buffet
Open Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Karen Don - owner and floral designer with over 30 years experience

786-0048
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Come See The 
Friendly Faces 

at Q-Tech

AUTO SERVICE
CENTER

1123 Wine Country Road • Prosser • 786-3826

Quality Auto
Repair at an

Affordable Price
Hours: Monday-Friday 

8 a.m.-5 p.m.
           grease monkey

I Love This Town!

By Rebecca Fink
Esther Leep, owner of HOME on 

Sixth, opened her doors July 18, just in 
time for Prosser’s Wine and Art Walk. 

Leep first ran a business at this 
location when she was 25 years old.  
Five years later she purchased the 
building.  Since then, many changes 
have been seen. Leep divided the 
building into several spaces to allow 
for more store fronts.  

The retail space has been seen an 
array of businesses - a pet store, a 
sporting goods store, an insurance 
office, a craft store, a real estate 
office and most recently, a mercantile, 
antique shop and an art gallery.

Leep said of her store, “I am a 
gift shop with specialty chocolates, 
gourmet foods, valley wines, jewelry, 
apparel, home décor, an art gallery and 
wine bar.”  

Some of the wines and chocolates 
are from local artisans and some wines 
are European – from Italy and Spain.  
She has opened her shop to tastings, 
as patrons can view paintings of local 
artists in her gallery or as they purchase 
the latest jewelry fashions, scarfs; or as 
they pause to smell the crafted soaps.

Opening the store was a dream of 
hers. “I bought Schmidtz Variety Store 
when I was 25 years old and then 
bought the building 5 years later in 
1978. To this day it is still called the 
Schmidtz Building.” 

Her vision for the shop, “Is to 

Photo by Rebecca 
Fink

Esther Leep, 
owner of HOME 
on Sixth, opened 
her doors July 18, 
is seen here inside 
her shop.

Photo by Rebecca Fink
Inside HOME where you can find novelties made by Prosser Artisans, treats, cards, 
clothing and of course wine.

HOME is where 
her heart is

have enough 
merchandise to 
attract locals.  I 
will be selling 
wine and gift 
baskets. I am 
ordering hand 
bags, jewelry and 
artwork from San 
Francisco, but 
I want and am 
looking for more 
local artisans to 
showcase their 
art pieces, pottery, photography and 
jewelry.” 

Recently Leep returned from Seattle 
with Seahawks merchandise.  Hats, 
scarfs and even Seahawks candies.  
She is in the process of decorating her 
windows to reflect this new Seattle fare

Leep is no stranger to hard work, she 
has worked for Chukar Cherries for 20 
years and still works there part time.  
She recently retired from the Prosser 
School District to make a go of HOME 
on Sixth.  When asked who her patrons 
are she commented, “Mostly tourists 
and people from Yakima, who are 
looking for antiques and refurbished 
furniture.”

However, Leep hopes to entice more 
locals to her business. “I really want 
to work with the downtown to create 
an excitement and to offer a bigger 
variety of merchandise for our local 
consumers. My hope is to promote our 

historic downtown as a place to find 
affordable merchandise of high quality 
as well as enjoy some wine tasting.”

With a thankful heart and great 
aspirations for HOME on Sixth Leep 

commented, “I wish to thank my 
family – my sons Larry and Rich 
Trevino, my daughter, Stephanie Leep 
– as I couldn’t do this without their 
help and support.”
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Sister to Sister

Complimentary Gift Wrapping   •   Mon.-Sat. 9-6   •   Sunday Noon -5   •   take Exit 80

10 Merlot Drive • Prosser 
(next to Starbucks) 
(509) 786-7467

• Home Decor
• Clothing • Shoes
• Jewelry & Accessories
• Handbags
• Kitchen Goods
• Gourmet Foods
• European Soaps 
• Body Lotions
• Candles & Diffusers
• Baby Gifts
• Artisan Gelato

Making the place you live,
The place you love!

By Jennifer Ely
Could I trade my thirty minute 

commute to the office for a thirty second 
commute to the barn?  Happily!  John and I 
were content suburbanites years ago when 
we fell in love with alpacas and alpaca 
people.  Once smitten, we purchased and 
remodeled the family farm in Prosser and 
began our alpaca adventure.  We’re still 
smiling!

Raised for their luxurious fleece, 
alpacas are the perfect livestock for 
small acreage and novice farmers like us.  
Alpacas are intelligent, eco-friendly and 
easy keepers.  

Softer, stronger and warmer than wool, 
alpaca fiber is similar in feel and value 
to fine cashmere. We decided to not only 
raise and sell alpacas, but also to promote 
our growing national fiber industry by 
offering luxurious alpaca fashions and 
accessories. We do so through open farm 
events and off farm venues, such as our 
joint ventures with local wineries and 
Bill’s Berry Farm. We process our fleeces 
locally, resulting in the beautiful, unique 
yarns and goods our farm is known for.

Daily husbandry is a joy. Alpacas are 
just plain fun to be around… curious 
and gentle… and uniquely styled in 

Photo courtesy of Sage Bluff Alpacas
John and Jennifer Ely of Sage Bluff Alpacas enjoy raising alpacas and mentoring 
new owners.

From Admin to Alpacas
A city girl’s migration to the country

their twenty-two natural colors and two 
varieties… huacaya and suri.  Retirees, 
young families and singles find alpacas a 
perfect fit for a rural lifestyle.

At Sage Bluff Alpacas we welcome 
visitors daily by appointment, as well as 
during open farm events.  We offer tours, 
refreshments, fiber arts demonstrations, 
beautiful retail, and the opportunity to 
learn about alpacas.  

Mentoring first time alpaca owners has 
become our niche.  It’s a privilege to share 
our knowledge with new breeders who 
quickly become good friends. 

How can we sell these animals we’ve 
raised and love and know by name? When 
they go to good homes – to families who 
will succeed in their alpaca ownership and 
have a blast doing it - then it’s a joy. 

We are supported by active national and 
regional organizations, as well as a highly 
evolved, closely knit alpaca community. 
(Excuse the pun!)  As Chamber members, 
we are avid supporters of the Prosser 
community and the Yakima Valley’s 
growing agri-tourism.

To learn more about alpacas, contact 
John and Jennifer Ely at Sage Bluff 
Alpacas in Prosser, 509-786-4507, or visit 
their web site: www.sagebluffalpacas.com

At Sage Bluff Alpacas we welcome 
visitors daily by appointment, as well as 

during open farm events.

Prosser at one point boasted three newspapers, which 
were consolidated in the 1920s into the Prosser Record-
Bulletin, and a permanent courthouse was built in 1926. 
The Benton County Historical Museum was dedicated in 
1968. Prosser was long home to Native Americans who 
lived and fished along the river. They called the area “Tap 
tut”, meaning rapids.
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Prosser Funeral Home 
& Crematory

Professional And 
Compassionate Care

1220 Sheridan Avenue • Prosser • 786-3642
www.prosserfuneralhome.com

• Burial Services
• On-Site Crematory
• Headstones, Urns
    & Caskets
• Flower Selection
• Free Pre-Planning
    Consultation

Carlen 
Majnarich

Owner

Steve 
Bradley

Photo by Rebecca Fink
Joslyn Felicijan, is flanked by Kevin Lusk (r) and Ray Tolcacher (l). Felicijan is the 
District 17 two time winner of the Voice of Democracy award. 

Back to back wins for 
Voice of Democracy

Armstrong Automotive opened in 2007 and has provided top quality automotive 
and light truck repair ever since. We offer bumper-to-bumper services on all 
makes and models. We can diagnose, repair, or maintain any system on your 
vehicle, and on any make or model, whether Domestic, Asian, or European. 

1102 Meade Avenue • Prosser • 786-7788

If you are looking for a reputable shop that will NEVER do any work without your approval, then we are your shop. We pride ourselves on quick service 
and a job that is done right the first time. You can rest assured that we will back up our work with a 12-month/12,000 mile warranty on all repairs. 
Every time we see your vehicle, we give it a thorough inspection, so you can peace of mind. Also, with every repair or service you will get a 
complimentary car wash and vacuum. We also offer complete detailing services, from a basic car wash to a complete hand wax and interior detailing.
We would like to highlight our lead technician’s recent accomplishment. Jacob Rinehart just completed his ASE Master Technician Certification. This 
is truly an honor in a technician’s career, and we applaud his effort and contribution to our business. Way to go, Jacob!
In addition, the owner’s son, Ryan, has also graduated from Walla Walla Community College with a degree in Automotive Collision Repair. Ryan is also 
a very valuable asset to our business. We are proud of you, son!
Check out our website at armstrongautomotive.net. Our youngest son, Jordan is responsible for building the site, and we think he did a great job! 
Thanks, Jordan. (If you are interested in having him maybe build a site for you, contact us, he is going to school for computer technology).
Located conveniently in downtown Prosser, across from US Bank and the Post Office. We are open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM-5:30 PM 
and on Friday’s from 8:00 AM-12:00 PM.
We at Armstrong Automotive GREATLY appreciate all of the support over the years from our Prosser community. May God Bless each of you and our 
great town!

By Victoria Walker
On Dec. 13, 2014 in Sunnyside, Joslyn 

Felicijan of Prosser made history at the 
district Voice of Democracy (VOD) 
program.  She is the winner for two years 
in a row for the first time ever.  Not only 
was she last year’s first place winner for 
District #17 Voice of Democracy; first 
place winner for local VFW Prosser Post 
#3207; and Prosser Ladies Auxiliary at 
Districts.  Last year was the first time since 
this award began, 40 years ago, that anyone 
from Prosser has ever won this award.  

The National VFW established the 
VOD program in 1947 to provide students 
grades 9-12 the opportunity to express 
themselves in regards to democratic ideas 
and principles, this is the VFW ‘s premier 
scholarship program for those who are 
enrolled in public, parochial schools or 
in home study programs. It’s also open to 
foreign exchange students, students age 20 
and previous first place state winners of 
Voice of Democracy.

Every year, more than 50,000 high 
school students compete for more 
than $2.3 million in scholarships and 
incentives. The students can compete by 
writing and recording a broadcast script on 
annual patriotic themes.  This years’ theme 
was Why Veterans are Important to our 
Nation’s History and Future.

Mom, Connie Felicijan said, “I am 
immensely proud of my daughter Joslyn 
and her accomplishments.  She is always 
striving to succeed and anyone that meets 
her is impacted by her sweetness and 
genuineness.  She’s a gifted writer and 
loves her country and history.” 

Felicijan is a senior at Prosser High 
School (PHS) and a 4.0 student.  She has 
participated in the VFW writing programs 
since the 3rd grade including: Department 
of Washington Youth Essay (1st place) 
and The Patriotic Pen (1st place).  She’s 
involved in FBLA, FCCLA, Varsity 
Tennis, A-Team, Math Team, Poem Club, 
Honor Society, Scared Heart Parrish Youth 
Group and an Altar Server for Sacred 
Heart Church.

As the winner, Felicijan was presented 
with a traveling trophy and scholarship.  
The trophy will be displayed at PSH 
and then at the Prosser VFW.  It will be 
presented to Prosser High School in the 
next board meeting, and the scholarship 
money. 

Prizes were awarded on various levels 
including: local, district, state and national. 

Jan. 17, 2015 Felicijan competed in 
the State competition against 16 district 
winners from Washington in Yakima.  The 
1st place winner moves on to Nationals, 
for an opportunity to win a $30,000 
scholarship paid directly to the recipient’s 
American University.   “It would awesome 
to get full paid trip to DC,” says Felicijan.   

State winners received an all-expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C., to tour the 
city, meet nations leaders, to be honored 
by the VFW and Ladies Auxiliary, and 
to receive their portion of $149,000 in 
national awards.

“It is much more competitive at the 

state level.  You don’t know the others 
you compete with.  It is nerve wracking, 
especially my first year,” said Felicijan.  
“This year is definitely more relaxed. I also 
feel I wrote better paper this year, so it will 
be good.” 

“We are truly blessed to have a daughter 
that loves God, her country and her family.  
She has had good influences besides 
her family she has had great teachers, 
community support. We were speechless 
when she won the second time she won it,” 
says dad, Pete Felicijan. 

“It is surreal and I didn’t think I would 
win again.  It is an honor and a blessing,” 
said Felicijan.



Prosser Record-Bulletin  •  Page 20  •  August 26, 2015                                      

Working Together To 
Keep Your Family Healthy!

Lots of E-Z Access Parking

We Can Fill
Prescriptions From

All Doctors

Friendly 
Staff... 

Professional 
Service

Located in the Valley Vista Medical Center Building
Serving All Your Pharmacy Needs Since 1961 • Hours: M-F 9-6 • Closed Sat. and Sun.

We Bill Most Insurance Companies Including:
   • Medicare Part D
   • Community Health Plan of Washington
   • Group Health  • WHI
   • Washington Medicaid) (DSHS)
   • Premera Blue Cross

820 Memorial Street • Suite 2 • Prosser • 786-3200

ElfErS-lyon 
PHarMaCY

Flooring ... 
Carpet - Vinyl 
Hardwood - Cork 
Bamboo Laminate 
Linoleum
Luxury Vinyl Tile

Paint ... Miller - 
Pittsburgh

Window 
Treatments ... 
Hunter Douglas 

BJ Paint & Carpet, Inc. started serving Prosser and the surrounding area on April 
1983. John & Bonnie Wells, along with their 4 children have seen the business 
grow to what it is today. BJ Paint & Carpet carries Miller and Pittsburgh paint. Also, 
along with carpet, vinyl, laminate and hardwood flooring, BJ Paint has a large 
selection of ceramic, porcelain and natural stone tiles. We support “green” building 
products with a selection of natural Cork, bamboo and linoleum along with low to 
no V.O.C. paints and carpet made from recycled materials. Also window coverings 
from Hunter Douglas.  BJ Paint & Carpet offers full service installation on all their 
products. Please come in and visit our showroom in Prosser.

  BJ Paint & Carpet, Inc.
1206 Stacy Ave. • Prosser • 786-4652
Hours: Monday - Friday 8-5:30 • Saturday 9-3

bjpaintandcarpet.com

By Elena 
Olmstead

D e c e m b e r 
2014 was a 
whirlwind for 
Elisa Riley and 
her husband 
Ben. In Septem-
ber they wel-
comed a new 
baby – Magdale-
na, by late Octo-
ber they decided 
to move back 
to Prosser from 
Olympia and by 
December they 
had moved in, 
set up shop at 
Saxton Riley 
and were seeing 
clients.

While her re-
turn to Prosser 
went quickly, it 
wasn’t a big sur-
prise.

Riley knew 
when she and 
her husband 
moved to Olym-
pia that she 
would someday 
want to come 
back home.

Riley has a 
long history with 
Howard Saxton. 
She worked in 
his downtown 
Prosser office 
for years and by 

Saxton Riley office like a 
second home for returning 
attorney and her family

Photo by Elena Olmstead
Attorney’s Elisa and Ben Riley are happy to be back in Prosser 
with their new daughter, Magdalena. Magdalena was born in 
September 2014 and often spends time at the Saxton Riley office 
with her mother and father.

2007 she was a partner in the firm. She 
became partner about a year after mar-
rying her husband, Ben, who is also an 
attorney.

While Riley worked in Prosser, Ben 
worked as an attorney in Kennewick, 
and the two made Prosser their home. 

But that all changed in 2012 when 
Ben was offered a position in Olympia. 
It was an opportunity both husband and 
wife decided he needed to pursue, so 
they packed up their bags, rented out 
their home and headed to the west side.

Riley said even though she was 
based out of Olympia she maintained 
her relationship with Saxton, still com-
ing back to Prosser to work with her 
regular clients.

And then all at once, this past fall, 
everything fell into place for Riley and 
her family to move back full time.

But this time, they are both working 
at Saxton Riley.

Working together was something the 
couple had talked about, but it wasn’t 
something they necessarily thought 
would ever happen. But they are happy 
it has. Now Saxton, Riley and Riley are 
equal partners in the firm.

If anything, Ben said, being in busi-

ness together has only brought them 
closer. They completely understand the 
other’s schedule, they understand their 
commitment to the business and their 
clients and they love the flexibility it 
offers – especially with the new baby.

“It’s a lot of freedom,” Riley said.
In fact, it’s almost like the entire Ri-

ley family works at Saxton Riley. Riley 
and her husband spend a lot of time at 
the Meade Street office, which means 
their baby does too.

“She has a little pack-and-play set 
up in the back,” Riley said.

So if one of them is in court, the oth-
er typically has the baby and if both are 
due in court, they can count on Riley’s 
mother, the owner of Bonnie’s Vine and 
Gift, to take care of little Magdalena.

Besides being part of a family 
business, Riley said both she and her 
husband are happy to back in Benton 
County. 

“Benton County is so efficient, so 
well organized. It’s so easy to get cases 
scheduled here,” Riley said.

The husband and wife team said 
Prosser has also been very welcoming, 
and they’re excited to be back in the 
community.
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Benton PUD provides electricity and wholesale broadband 
to the Prosser area. We are proud that over 80% of our 
power is from clean, renewable hydropower. Visit our 
website for more information including customer services, 
payment options and energy saving rebate programs. www.
bentonpud.org or call 786-1841.

250 Gap Road • Prosser • 786-1841

“Your Trusted 
Energy 

Partner”
Call Before You Dig - If you are planning to do any 
digging the first thing you want to do is make a phone 
call. Call the Utilities Underground Location Center 
at 811 or 1-800-424-5555. They will send someone 
to mark where electric, gas, water, sewer and cable 
lines are buried. The last thing you want to do is 
to hit one of these lines, causing a dangerous and 
expensive problem. 

TASTING ROOM
Wine • Cheese • Cigars

[Beer Too!]

Leave the ordinary at the door. Step into 
BILLS world and join the pack for a swinging time.

Savor the Rolls Royce of wines made the 
old fashioned way...by hand.

Dig the ambience, raise your glass, sample the cheese, smoke 
your stogies and when you leave, you’ll be feeling 18 Karat.

RING-A-DING-DING!
Chairman of the Board - BILL

billstastingroom@yahoo.com • billstastingroom.com
FIND US ON FACEBOOK AT BILLS TASTING ROOM

1205 Meade Ave. • Prosser • 781-6333

Prosser has been dubbed the “Birthplace of the Washington 
Wine Industry.” Almost 300 sunny days annually lend way 
to a variety of outdoor activities including hunting, fishing, 
camping, hiking, boating and golf. Prosser is indeed a great 

place to visit or call home.

Prosser Library 
re-opens with style

 Photo by Victoria Walker
Balloon and gondola seat in the corner of the children’s area 
at the Prosser Library.

By Victoria Walker
The Prosser 

Branch of the Mid-
Columbia Libraries 
is reopened on May 2 
with a ribbon cutting.  
The 5,920 square 
foot library received 
$425,000 (give or 
take) in updates  
which included; new 
signage, shelving, 
new paint, new 
furniture, new 
computers, electrical 
work, the ceiling 
opened up, the 
library restrooms 
have also been 
updated with tile and 
vinyl and a custom 
photo mural of 
Prosser’s history and 
culture. The updates 
were provided by 
Meier Architect and 
Engineering. 

The expanded 
children’s area has 
exciting walls that 
consists of a number 
of colorful kites 
with a number of 
children’s authors on the face of them and 
quotes from the authors acting as the string 
to each kite.  In the corner of the area is 
the Studio Y Creations (from Calgary, 
Canada) of a vibrant hot air balloon in the 
corner which includes a gondola to sit in.  

 “We see this area increasing all the 
time.  The adult fiction area is moving 
more digital and is used by people that 
aren’t even in the building but are on line.  
We still have the community room only it 
is smaller,” said Katy McLaughlin, Library 
Director.   

The library staff had some input on 
wall colors and different looks throughout 
the building.  For instance, the IT 
department purchased computers and 
made recommendations on what kind of 
new equipment to buy and how many.  The 
library purchased 16 new computers total 
and will have an area with wi-fi for folks 
who bring their computers into the library.   

Artwork in the library was collaboration 
with the group Friends of the Library, 
Larry Wright from the Experiment Station 
in Prosser had historical and agricultural 
photos.  Other photos for the project came 
from the Rural Heritage Project.  The 
Friends of the Library voted on what they 
liked best and then the communications 
group put them together.   Chartreuse is the 
backdrop color of the walls, contrasting 
with the black and white historical photo 
mural in adult area of the library, giving a 
complete and modern look to the area. 

Some of the old library furniture, dating 
back to the 1970’s, was repurposed by the 
Princess Theatre.  “They took and used the 
old circulation desk as their new makeup 
counter.  They were very appreciative. 

They are also using the old orange and tan 
chairs,” says McLaughlin.   

With the remodel library staffing will 
remain the same. “We have two part 
time assistants, one part-time children’s 
specialist and two pages/shelvers and 
myself,” said McLaughlin, Library 
Director,  “Right now we are all scrambling 
to get the details done before we open.  
Everything is on time.”

Please check library website 
for additional information www.
midcolumbialibraries.org.  
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Perla Veliz, Angie Godinez, Terri Perkins, Samanth Sarmiento and Teresa Salgado.
Not Pictured: Laurel Bishop, Jessica Barajas and Mariana Ruiz.

   Yakima Federal Savings and Loan was started in 1905 by 
Logan Roberts.
   In 1972, Yakima Federal Savings and Loan merged with 
Valley Savings to create the Prosser branch moving to 
the current location in 1977. Today there are 10 branches 
in Central Washington to serve you. Yakima Federal offers 
state of the art banking; on line banking; around the clock 
services; bill pay; ATM, 3 drive thrus along with mortgage 
lending; checking and investment accounts.
   Prosser Branch hours are Monday-Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m., Friday 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.. Reach us at www.
yakimafed.com or call 786-2366 or stop by 601 Market Street.

Yakima Federal Savings and Loan • 786-2366

“Central Washington’s 
Preferred Financial Center” 

EDWARD JONES • 786-7787

Bill Jenkin and Lori Baxter
Bill Jenkin, AAMS® Financial Advisor for Edward Jones Investments started in 
Selah’s office in August 2007 and came to Prosser’s branch in June 2010. Here 
are just a few of the many investments and services offered: Annuities; Business 
Retirement Plans; Certificates of Deposit; Mutual Funds; Individual Retirement Ac-
counts: Education Savings; Equity Investments; Bonds; Banking Services; and 
Online Account Access. Bill would like to be beneficial in guiding individuals to 
reach their financial goals. Lori Baxter keeps the office running smoothly offer-
ing excellent customer service. Edward Jones traces its roots back to 1871. The 
Prosser branch was opened in August of 1996. 

Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Evenings and Saturdays by Appointment
1119 Meade Avenue • 786-7787
   E-mail: bill.jenkin@edwardjones.com

BECKY’S COFFEE CORNER & VIDEO • 786-0747

Pictured l to r: Holly Jansen, Dolores Childers, Karter Childers, Becky Jansen, Lilly Jansen, Harmon 
Jansen, Patti Barrett, Kristy Call, Rachel Wood and Lura Jansen.

Becky and Harmon Jansen are the owners of Becky’s Coffee Corner & Video. 
They started the business 11-1/2 years ago. Serving up great coffee concoctions 
and other specialty drinks is what Becky & the girls do best, along with making 
great sandwiches & soup. Stop by and try one of the lunch specials offered daily. 
Crochet and knitting every Wed. from 5-7. Book Club 2nd Tues. every month. 
We have video rental 786-0748 (Movie Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9-8, Fri. 9-9, Sat. 
10-9), books on CD and tape, along with book exchange. Random coupons can 
be found in movie DVD rentals for FREE stuff and discounts from here as well 
as other local businesses. You can also visit us at our Prosser Memorial Hospital 
location, 7:30-11 M-F, and at the Farmers’ Market on Saturdays from 8am to noon. 
Come sit and do a puzzle, play a board game, relax on our sofa while you read 
a magazine or sit around and chat and enjoy the best coffee in town. FREE wi-fi.

Hours: Monday - Friday 7-6 • Saturday 8-5 • Closed Sundays
1120 Meade Avenue • 786-0747

Photo by Victoria Walker
One of the balloons at the Prosser Library created by Studio Y creations from 
Calgary Canada. 

The NEW Prosser Library
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By Victoria Walker
In July 1972 Rusty Burnett, who was 

a Prosser resident and owner of Prosser 
Auto Parts, brought boat races to the 
Yakima River at Crawford Park.  Now, 
in 2015 his son Jeston Burnett was part 
of bringing the mini-hydro’s to Prosser 
for the Fourth of July celebration.  

Jeston following in the tradition of 
his parents, was a Prosser Mustang 
and from the class of 1999.  “Bob and 
Betty LaHat owned a jewelry store that 
was located in the same place as The 
Print Guys are now,” says Jeston.  “I 
still have family in Prosser.” 

“We contacted the Chamber of 
Commerce in December of 2014 about 
bringing boat races to town,” said 
Jeston.  The mini hydroplanes range 
in size form 9’5” to 14’.  The pilots 
ride on their knees or stomachs while 
going speed of 60-65 miles per hour, 
occasionally over 100 miles per hour.    

Some of the pilots have more than 
one boat and the mini-hydro’s are 
part of the Stateline Outboard Racing 

THANK YOU
To All Our Valued

ADVERTISERS
Without Your

Support There
Would Be No

Newspaper

Sincerely, 
Publisher and Staff

We Are Proud To 
Be A Part Of The 

Prosser Community

Photo by Rebecca Fink
Mini-hydro’s racing on the Yakima on Saturday and Sunday as part of the Fourth of July events in Prosser.

Racin’ on the Yakima River

Association (SLORA) since about 
1960.  They started racing because 
they just wanted to race, and soon 
became SLORA. 

“We wanted this to be something 
new and different, with family in mind. 
We have some great sponsors and warm 
weather to work with,” said George 
Doi, Commander of SLORA. “There 
were 20 boats racing this weekend,” 
said Jeston. 

“I think it was great for a first time 
event.  The participants at the races 
said that this was a larger crowd than 
usual. We will have them back again 
next year and would like to make 
this an annual event,” said Humberto 
Rodriguez, Executive Director Prosser 
Chamber of Commerce.  Racers 
from all over Washington and Idaho 
participated. 

Admission was free with races both 
Saturday and Sunday.  “People here 
in Prosser were great,” said Steve 
Pederson, Spokane boat owner and 
participant at the races.  

Lewis Hinzerling built a flour mill at Prosser 
falls in 1887, encouraging further settlement 

of the area. The first irrigation canal was 
completed in 1893 by the Prosser Falls 
Land and Irrigation Company. Prosser 

was officially incorporated in 1899 with a 
population of 229 people.




